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ProCom Spring Inspections

;11: IﬁgfleldBlvd. Spring Inspections were conducted the week of April 17-21 in our
uite % community. Community Manager, Diane Collins, stated that the
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inspection went very well.

Re-inspection for items cited during the initial inspection period will be
conducted the week of June 19-23.
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Evacuation Assistance Symbol.... .acouty.ors

Symbols (window stickers) for the purpose of indicating an

occupant needing emergency evacuation from a residence may be

obtained from the Fire Marshal’s Office by calling (410) 222-7884.

These symbols are typically used to alert firefighters to persons

incapable of evacuating to a safe location outside of the home

without assistance. Each residence is supplied with at least two
symbols upon request. One shall be affixed to the upper left quadrant of the front
door or on the window closest to the left side of the door. One shall be affixed to
the window occupied by the person needing evacuation assistance. The need for
continued display of the symbol will be evaluated on annual basis.

Household Refuse

Improperly stored household trash and garbage can provide food and
a home for rodents and insects and create unsightly conditions. It is
important that residents take certain steps to prevent a nuisance
from becoming a problem. Good sanitation is necessary to maintain a
healthy community.

With this in mind, we would like to remind all residents that trash and recycle
containers must be stored inside your garage or fenced area when not in use.
Trash and recycle containers may not be stored behind shrubs and bushes
in the common area or under decks.

Residents are encouraged to store trash in a can with a tight fitting lid versus
plastic bags. Plastic bags are vulnerable to rodents, insects, and other animals.

Residents may combine paper, cans,
container.

bottles, and jars in the same recycle

Trash and recycles may be placed in front of the garage the night before pick-up.

The Anne Arundel County Department of Health responds to complaints from the
public. Complaints can be made by calling the Department of Health, Housing and
Food Protection Services at (410) 222-7363.
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Colors of Habitat

Garage doors should be
painted almond. Please
contact Diane Collins at
Procom for color specs.

Following are the only
approved colors/styles for
those unit owners wanting to
install a new garage door:

Home Depot
Clopay brand

Color: almond

Item # HDG - 2” insulation
Item # 183 — 7/8” insulation
Item #75 — uninsulated

Lowes

Wayne Dalton brand
Color: sugared almond
Part #193654

Vendor part # A912110870

Unit front doors can be
painted white, almond, or
brown.

Approved storm door colors
remain white, almond, or
brown.

Fences and decks may be
left natural wood or painted
dark brown.

Prior to conducting any
work to the exterior of your
unit or garage, an
Architectural Change
Request (ACR) form must
be submitted to the Board
and approved.

Vandalism & Graffiti

Recently tot lots, sidewalks, park benches, and other equipment in
Crofton Meadows have been vandalized - some burned, others with
graffiti. Habitat has had some of its mailboxes and power transformers
sprayed with graffiti.

Vandalism and graffiti cost communities across the United States more
than $8 billion per year. It hurts property values, drives away business, and sends
the message that no one cares about the community. If we allow vandalism and
graffiti to continue in our community, funds needed to care for our aging
infrastructure will have to be redirected to repair or replace damaged equipment.

Graffiti is often the first sign that gangs are taking over a neighborhood. Gangs’
“taggers” act as messengers for the gang, use graffiti to mark their turf, advertise
their exploits, and challenge or threaten rival gangs.

The best way to combat graffiti is to remove it promptly - within the first 24 hours
if possible. Removing graffiti tells the vandals that we care about our community
and their work has little chance of being seen.

We encourage everyone to report graffiti immediately. The sooner it is reported,
the sooner it can be removed. If you see graffiti or vandalism in progress, report it
- don’t try to intervene.

Community Clean-up Day

Our second annual community clean-up was conducted the weekend of
April 8 and 9. Although the rain on Saturday threatened the clean-up,
" by Sunday the sun was shining and the dumpster filled to capacity.

Once again we’d like to thank community volunteers Rich Reamer on
Ardenwood Court and Mary Morton (and her grandchildren) on
Everglade Drive who assisted other residents with disposing of unwanted debris.

Important Information for Landlords

On July 5, 2005, Anne Arundel County passed legislation (Bill #38-05)
that enables the County to charge landlords for the removal of debris
from an eviction should it remain in the County’s right of way for
longer than 48 hours. The bill took effect on August 22, 2005.

In the past when evictions became necessary, landlords placed the
tenant’s personal property in a County road right-of-way. Often the property was
not removed became a hazard to either the roadway or pedestrian traffic. At that
point, it became necessary for County work crews to remove and dispose of the
property.

We encourage all landlords to become familiar with this legislation. To view the full
text, please refer to Anne Arundel County Code, Article 13, Title 1-106.




Walkway Access

Please keep in mind the walkways
in front of units and the
entranceways to the units should
not be obstructed or used for any
purpose other than ingress to and
egress from the units.

Bicycles, scooters, baby carriages,
and toys should be stored inside
the fenced area or garage. No one
enjoys coming home from work
after a long day only to have to
climb over or move toys blocking
access to their unit.
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Trash Pick-up

Monday & Thursday
Recycle Pick-up
Wednesday

» Trash and recycles may be
placed in front of your garage
the night before pick-up.

»  Remember to promptly store
trashcans in your yard or
garage after pick-up.

» Trash cans and recycle bins
left in the common area will
be considered abandoned

and removed without warning.

> When recycling, remember to
rinse cans and bottles, and to
flatten boxes, plastic bottles,
jugs, and beverage cans.

Water Heater Maintenance

The water heater is one piece of equipment in our
homes most of us take for granted until it suddenly
stops working. It's easy to overlook water heater
maintenance - after all, the tank just sits there and
has no moving parts to worry about. However, your
water heater is constantly under attack by
sediment and rust. The Department of Energy
recommends considering a new water heater after
seven years of use.

Electric Water Heater
old VWater inkat . Hot Water Cutlet

To keep your water heater operating correctly, and
to extend its life, you need to perform regular
maintenance to minimize rust and sediment.

Partially drain water heater

Sediment build-up can make your water heater less
efficient and shorter lived. At least once a year it's
a good idea to drain the tank to remove most of
the sediment collecting at the bottom. Prior to draining the tank, be sure to
turn off the electricity at the main service panel and close the cold water
supply valve at the top of the tank. Attach a hose to the drain valve at the
bottom of the heater and run it outside. CAUTION: Water will be hot so take
proper precautions. Allow the water to run out until it runs clear. Once the
water runs clear, close the drain valve and open the cold water supply valve to
allow the tank to fill. Restore power to the heater at the main service panel.

Replace anticorrosion anode rod

The anticorrosion anode rod is often referred to as the sacrificial anode rod
because it is designed to sacrifice itself to corrosion in order to save the lining
of your water heater. Check it each year when you drain the tank and replace
if covered with lime or eaten away. The rod will generally last 5 to 10 years;
however, regular maintenance prolongs the life.

Test temperature pressure relief (TPR) valve

This is a valve on the side of the tank near the top. It should be connected to
a pipe that directs the water down and away from the tank so that scalding
water does not spray a person if the valve releases due to excessive pressure.
An improperly functioning valve will not allow pressure to build-up to escape
the heater. This could cause the heater to overheat or even explode. The valve
should be tested at least once a year to ensure it's working properly and does
not become clogged. You can test the valve while the water tank is full by
lifting the handle slightly. Do this with caution because it will release hot
water. Put a container under the drainpipe to catch the water. If the valve
does not release, or if it will not shut off after the test, then it is corroded and
needs to be replaced. To replace, shut off the incoming cold water valve above
the tank, open a nearby faucet to release the pressure, unscrew the pressure
release valve, and install a new one.

Water temperature tips

Finally, keeping the water temperature set at 120F to 130F not only saves
energy, but also prevents overheating.
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Fences

» Must be 5-6 feet high board-on-board
style with a 1 x 4 rail cap.

» Wood should be left natural or
stained/painted dark brown to match the
trim on the units

» Fence posts must be well secured or
placed in concrete

» Fence gates must match fence style,
height, color and material

» Architectural Change Request (ACR)
form is required before replacing
existing fence.

Architectural Review

Prior to installing a new unit door, storm
door, slider, windows, or light fixture, an
Architectural Change Request is
required.

To minimize problems and needless
expenses incurred correcting
unapproved installations, a written
application and approval is required
prior to making any changes to the
exterior of your unit. It is strongly
recommended that approval of the
replacement fixture be obtained prior to
purchase.

Architectural Change Request forms
can be obtained by contacting Diane
Collins at 410-721-0777 x142 or by
going to www.procomgt.com. Under
“Community Links” on the left side of the
page, scroll down until you find Habitat 1
Section B Condominium. Click on
Habitat 1 Section B Condominium to
bring up our page and click on
Architectural Request Form.

Forms submitted prior to the first
Thursday of the month will be reviewed
and decided at the monthly board
meeting. Submissions received after the
first Thursday will be reviewed and
decided at the next monthly meeting.

Electric Shock

In July, the legislated BGE rate cap expires that kept electric bills

o artificially low for a number of years. The average bill for BGE residential

& customers is expected to increase by 72 percent - or $743 a year after

o July 1. With this in mind we offer the following simple, inexpensive tips

from the Maryland Office of the People’s Counsel - The Voice of

Maryland’s Residential Utility Consumers - to help you maximize your energy
dollar.

Air Conditioning & Heating
» Change or clean your filters once a month.

» Maintain your heat pump, furnace or air conditioner. Keep units free of
blockages. If they make strange noises, have them serviced promptly.

» Use your thermostat wisely. During cooling season, set it no lower than 78
degrees. Air conditioners work to remove humidity, so reserve moisture -making jobs
such as dishwashing, laundry and bathing for either early morning or at night when
itds cool er.

» Consider ceiling fans as an alternative to air-conditioning whenever possible. Be sure
to close your blinds, shades or draperies during the hottest part of the day.

Water Heating
» Don't overheat water. You can reduce your water heating costs by 3-5%
for each 10°F reduction in water temperature. Although some
manufacturers set water heater thermostats at 140°F, most households
usually only require them set at 120°F or even 115°F.

> Keep your water heater clean. Refer to the article on page 3 for details.
» Blanket your water heater with an approved insulation jacket.

» Take showers instead of baths. Turn the water off while you soap up to use
less hot water.

Lighting and Appliances
» Turn off appliances and lights when not in use, including the television and
radio!

» Use compact fluorescent light bulbs in place of typical, pear-shaped ones in
your lamps if you use them more than three hours a day. Fluorescent bulbs
last longer and give off more light per watt.

» When using the dishwasher, use the energy-saving no-heat, air-dry feature
and wash only full loads. Be sure to clean the drain and filters regularly.

» When preparing meals, use a toaster-oven, crock-pot, or small microwave
for small to moderately sized meals. For ranges with differently sized
burners, match burners to pots of the same size. Turn off the burner just
before cooking has completed and allow residual heat to complete the job.
This same principle works when using the oven.

» Remove dust from the coils and cooling elements of your refrigerator and
limit how often you open the door. Be sure to cool hot items before placing
them in the refrigerator. Check the door gasket for a tight seal.

» On laundry day, wash one large load instead of two small loads and use
cold water whenever possible. Be sure to clean the dryer lint vent after
every use. Use the automatic dryer settings, which save energy when
compared to timed cycle and always dry full (but not overstuffed) loads.
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