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Clean-up Day Success 
Our first ever Community Clean -up Day  was a huge success! The roll-off 

dumpster was delivered to Holly Hill Lane on Friday afternoon and by 3 

PM Saturday it was completely packed with musty sofas and chairs, 

rusted lamps, rotted wood, sheet rock, worn out lawn furniture, and 

all sorts of other rubbish. A number of residents took advantage of the 

volunteer service for assistance in getting their debris to the dumpster.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank those volunteers who donated time to help 

out their neighbors. New resident John Fallon on Ardenwood Terrace and his friend, Bill, Rich 

Reamer also on Ardenwood Terrace, Frank Zurmuhlen on Cavalier Circle, Maria Blair also on 

Cavalier Circle, and board members Trish Walsh on Tupello Place and Mary Morton on 

Everglade Court and her grandchildren Amber, Danielle and Samantha all volunteered to 

move furniture and debris to the dumpster for other neighbors. Maria Blair also assisted by 

monitoring the dumpster for debris left piled around. Also thanks to our community 

manager, Diane Collins, for arranging the delivery and pick-up of the dumpster, as well as 

removal of the overflow debris. 

July Fourth Safety 
Each year during Fourth of July celebrations, thousands of adults and children 

are seriously injured as the result of fireworks and pyrotechnic devices. In 

addition to burns to the hands, head, and face, many of the injuries affect 

eyesight ï in some cases blinding the victims. 

According to the U.S. Consumer Products Safety Commission, during 2002, an 

estimated 8,800 people were treated in hospital emergency rooms for injuries 

associated with fireworks. Almost half the victims were under 15 years of age, and 75 

percent of them were male. Bystanders are also not safe from injury ï half of all fireworks 

injuries occur to bystanders. 

The most frequent cause of fireworks injuries requiring trips to the emergency room is 

sparklers ï they can heat up to 1,800 degrees! An estimated 20-25 percent of fireworks 

injuries are to the eyes ï mostly contusions and lacerations ï and most of those are caused 

by firecrackers, rockets, and sparklers. 

In addition to personal injury, the National Fire Protection Association reports fireworks were 

responsible for $17.2 million in property damage. Most of the fires were outdoor brush or 

refuse fires, but most of the loss occurred in fires with structures involved. These fires can 

start with outdoor use of fireworks, as when a bottle rocket, launched outside, lands on a 

roof or other location not easily accessed, where it can ignite combustibles before anyone 

can retrieve it. They can also cause damage when they land on vehicles parked in the 

community. 

For the safety and welfare of all residents and property in Habitat B condominium, weôd like 

to remind everyone that fireworks are not permitted within our community . Our bylaws 

prohibit the use of any object or thing that creates noise, smoke, odor, soot, or vibrations in 

such a manner as to disturb any other member. The best way to enjoy fireworks is by 

attending a legal, public display. For a schedule of 2005 fireworks displays around the State 

of Maryland, visit http://www.firemarshal.state.md.us/menu.htm. The list shows date, 

location, and county of fireworks displays throughout the state of Maryland. 

mailto:dcollins@procomgt.com
http://www.procomgt.com/
http://www.firemarshal.state.md.us/menu.htm
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Colors of Habitat 
 
Since installation of the 
new siding last Spring, we 
have received a number of 
inquiries regarding garages 
and front doors. 
 
At a recent board meeting, 
it was decided in the 
interest of simplicity and 
aesthetics, garage doors 
should be painted almond.  
 
Following are the only 
approved colors/styles for 
those unit owners wanting 
to install a new garage 
door: 
 

Home Depot 
Clopay brand 
Color:  almond 
Item # HDG ï 2ò insulation 
Item # 183 ï 7/8ò insulation 
Item #75 ï uninsulated 
 
Lowes 
Wayne Dalton brand 
Color:  sugared almond 
Part #193654 
Vendor part # A912110870 
 
Unit front doors can  be 
painted white, almond, or 
brown. 
 
Approved storm door colors 
remain white, almond, or 
brown. 
 
Prior to conducting any 
work to the exterior of 
your unit or garage, an 
Architectural Change 
Request (ACR) form must 
be submitted to the Board 
and approved. 
 
 

 

Architectural Design Review 
 

The Association has a responsibility to the unit owners of Habitat B to maintain 

the grounds and building exteriors to protect the appearance and market 

value of all ownersô property. Another important reason for design review is 

to assure consistency and quality of maintenance, repairs, and unit 

modifications. 

Appearance standards are designed to protect the property values of all  

owners. According to the Community Associations Institute, the theory is that if all units 

follow the same basic theme, the average buyer will be willing to pay more. Junk vehicles, 

collapsing fences, and weathered or hot pink unit doors drag property values down. 

The governing documents for Habitat B condominium association include the master deed, 

declaration, bylaws, resolutions, and rules and regulations. When you buy into a community 

association, you must understand that you have opted for community living. Decisions 

cannot be unilaterally made, nor can the rules and regulations of the Association be 

unilaterally ignored. 

Change requests are routinely approved unless the requested changes conflict with 

established standards of the community. Common requests are for installation of rain 

gutters, replacement of a deck or fence, replacement of windows or unit doors, changing the 

paint color on the unit entry door, porch light replacement, and installation of flowerbeds or 

other landscaping requests. While seeking approval for these changes may trouble some 

owners, it is important to note that properly exercised design review protects property values 

by creating and preserving an attractive community. 

A written application and approval is required prior  to making any changes to the 

unit exterior.  To avoid delays in the approval process, the application should include a 

detailed description of the proposed changes and any pictures or drawing available. Any unit 

owner contemplating changes to the exterior of their unit can obtain an Architectural Change 

Request  (ACR) form by contacting Diane Collins at Procom at 410-721-0777 x142. The form 

can also be downloaded by going to the Procom website, www.procomgt.com and click on 

the Habitat B link. 

Vehicle Repairs 
We have received a number of complaints from residents with units over the 

garages regarding exhaust fumes leaching into their unit. Please keep in mind 

that veh icle repairs are not permitted within the Condominium property . 

Vehicles running in an attached garage can produce dangerous levels of carbon 

monoxide. Carbon monoxide poisoning feels like the flu, but more serious poisoning leads to 

difficulty breathing and even death. Please be considerate of your neighbors. To reduce the 

chance of unintentional carbon monoxide poisoning follow these safety tips provided by the 

National Fire Protection Association. 

ü Always take your car out of the garage immediately after starting the engine. 

ü If you need to warm up a vehicle, remove it from the garage. Do not run a vehicle 

indoors even if the garage door is open. 

ü Never leave your engine running for an extended period of time while the vehicle is 

parked in front of your garage. Normal circulation does not provide enough fresh air 

to reliably prevent dangerous accumulations of CO inside the house. 

Also, please be reminded that any vehicle which cannot operate on its own power must be 

removed from the community within 24-hours. 
 

http://www.procomgt.com/
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Walkway Access  

Please keep in mind the walkways 

in front of units and the 

entranceways to the units should 

not be obstructed or used for any 

purpose other than ingress to and 

egress from the units. 

Bicycles, scooters, baby carriages, 

and toys should be stored inside 

the fenced area or garage. No one 

enjoys coming home from work 

after a long day only to have to 

climb over or move toys blocking 

access to their unit. 

_________________________ 
 
3-Step Pet Pick-up 
 
1. Wad a plastic grocery bag and 
attach it with a rubber band to your 
petôs leash. That way youôre ready 
when Spotôs ready. 
 
2. When your pet leaves a load, 
pick it up using the bag as a glove. 
 
3. Invert the bag and tie a knot at 
the top. Drop the bag in one of the 
pet waste cans located in the 
community or take it home and 
drop it in the trash. 
 
Note: If your children walk your pet 
remind them to remove and 
dispose of dog waste properly. 
 

______________________ 

 
Animal Control 
411 Maxwell Frye Rd 
Millersville, MD 21109 
 
Phone: 
(410) 222-8900 
 
Fax:  
(410) 222-8915 
 
E-mail: 
animalcontrol@aacounty.org 

 

Parking Reminders 
Weôd like to remind all  residents  of Habitat 1, Section B 

condominium that piggyback parking is not permitted in the 

community. Piggyback parking is the practice of parking one vehicle 

in front of the garage and another vehicle directly behind it. Not 

only does this create navigational problems for other residents on 

the court, it creates safety issues with respect to emergency vehicles. 

When the courts are congested with vehicles it is difficult for emergency vehicles to 

enter and exit the courts safely in a fire or medical emergency. When the fire occurred 

on Ardenwood Terrace, the fire truck had difficulty getting onto the court because of 

illegally parked vehicles. 

Each unit owner has two parking spaces ï one inside the garage and another directly in 

front of the garage. Residents who choose to use their garage for storage may park 

one vehicle in front of the garage but will need to park additional vehicles on Holly Hill 

Lane, Tilghman Drive, or Reed Drive. A parking permit hangtag is required on vehicles 

parked on the courts, as well as Reed Drive.  

Lost or stolen parking permit hang tags will be replaced by the Association 
only upon the request of the member to whom the identification had been 
issued, and after payment to the Association of a fee of $12.00 per 
replacement identification. 

No commercial vehicle of any kind (truck, taxicab, bus, etc.) may be parked in 

any location within the bounds of the Habitat community, includin g paved and 

unpaved areas. Only those commercial vehicles on official business may park 

temporarily on the courts.  

Tao of Poop 
   Weôd like to take this opportunity to remind residents that when walking 

your dog that you be considerate of others and clean up your petôs 

waste. Children playing and neighbors out for a stroll donôt enjoy 

stepping in dog poop! Not only is it gross, itôs unhealthy, unsanitary, 

and downright maddening. 

Dog waste contains life-threatening microorganisms. If excrement is not picked up, it 

can attract flies and rodents, create odors, and add unwanted stains to the landscape. 

It can even contaminate the water. Decayed pet waste seeps into the ground, sending 

E. coli , a bacteria that lives in the intestines of warm-blooded animals, and potential 

pathogens into the ground water and eventually waterways. Rainwater run-off may 

wash contaminated pet waste into storm sewers and from there into lakes, rivers and 

streams. 

Children often put their hands in their mouths, providing an easy route for bacteria to 

travel into their bodies. For example, children who eat dirt and grass are more 

susceptible to contracting zoonotic diseases. Children are also more susceptible to pet-

borne illness because they carry fewer antibodies than adults do. 

The best way to prevent diseases and the many bacterial infections that can result from 

decaying dog waste is to remove the poop immediately. 

Weôd also like to remind residents with dogs that chains, ropes, and tie - out lines of 

any type are not permitted on t he common areas  of the community. Ropes and 

chains may not be tied around trees, shrubs, or lamp posts in the common areas and 

tie-out lines may not be screwed into the ground in common areas. If your unit does 

not have a fenced yard to contain your dog, the dog must be leashed and walked.  
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Fences 

ü Must be 5-6 feet high board-on-

board style 

ü Wood should be left natural or 

stained/painted dark brown to 

match the trim on the units 

ü Fence posts must be well 

secured or placed in concrete 

ü Fence gates must match fence 

style, height, color and material 

ü Architectural Change Request 

(ACR) form is required before 

replacing existing fence 

____________________________ 

Trash Pick-up 
 
Monday & Thursday 
 
Recycle Pick-up 
 
Wednesday 
 
ü Trash and recycles can be 

placed in front of your garage 
the night before pick-up. 
Remember to promptly store 
trashcans in your yard or 
garage after pick-up. 

 
ü If you are in need of a recycle 

bin, you may pick one up at 
the Millersville Landfill & 
Recovery Facility: 389 Burns 
Crossing Road, Severn 

 
ü When recycling, remember to 

rinse cans and bottles, and to 
flatten boxes, plastic bottles, 
jugs, and beverage cans 

 

 

 

 

The Cost of Running Habitat 
From time to time we hear from unit owners asking how the 

monthly condo fee they mail in is spent. Outlined below are a few 

of the common monthly expenses required to run our community. 

These figures do not include many of the other expenses incurred 

such as audit fees and taxes, snow removal, administrative 

expenses, electrical repairs, extermination, or any unexpected expenses that 

may come up throughout the month or in an emergency situation.  

CATEGORY MONTHLY COST 

Management Fees $1,668 

Insurance $997 

Electricity $917 

Water & Sewer $4,666 

Grounds Maintenance $1,750 

Trash Removal $2,083 

Siding Loan Repayment $4,400 

 $16,481 

As our community ages, more repairs and maintenance are required ï some 

prove to be costly, others are more affordable. Because a condominium is a 

common-interest community, we all share these expenses through the 

payment of our condo fee. The Habitat annual budget is based on past history 

of expenses, current inflation factor, projected increases in contracts and 

utilities and projected capital improvements. Condo fees are the only  source of 

revenue to maintain and run our community. Unit owners should keep in mind 

that when the cost of contracted services and utilities for the community 

increase, we have no choice but to increase the condo fee.  

Interesting Websites 
Gas Buddy ï www.gasbuddy.com  

Since gasoline prices change frequently and may vary by as 
much as 20 percent within only a few blocks it is important to be 
able locate the service station with the lowest priced fuel. 

GasBuddy allows consumers to both share information about low priced fuel 
with others as well as target the lowest priced stations to save at the pumps! 
GasBuddy.com can help you find cheap gas prices in your area.  

Addicting Games ï www.addictinggames.com  

Addicting games is the largest source of great free online games including 
arcade games, action games, sports games, puzzle games, flash games, and 
more. Updated every Friday. 

Best New Car Prices ï www.bestnewcarprice.com  

Don't pay too much for your next new car. BestNewCarPrice.com is a new 
car pricing service dedicated to finding you the lowest new car prices online. 
By getting a new car price quote, you can literally save hundreds, even 
thousands of dollars on the price of any new car or truck. This service is 
fast, simple, and absolutely free, without any commitment or obligation to 
buy! 

http://www.gasbuddy.com/
http://www.addictinggames.com/
http://www.bestnewcarprice.com/
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Satellite Dishes 

Installation and placement of a satellite 

dish must conform to FCC regulations 

and is subject to Habitat 1, Section B 

approval. 

ü The satellite receiver is 1 meter 
(39.37 inches) or less in diameter. 

 
ü No more than one satellite receiver 

is permitted at any unit. 
 
ü The satellite receiver shall be 

placed in a location which, while 
providing the resident with an 
ñacceptable quality signalò, 
minimizes the visual impact to 
neighbors and the community. 

 
ü Satellite receivers may not be 

mounted to the roof or building. 
 
Please contact Diane Collins at Procom 
at 410-721-0777 x142 before having a  
satellite dish installed. 

______________________________ 
 
Crofton Meadows HOA 

www.croftonmeadows.com 

CMHOA has installed new playground 

equipment near the old tennis courts. We 

encourage parents to take their children 

to the playground to enjoy the new 

equipment, as well as the lake. 

Officer Walker of the Anne Arundel 

County Police Department spoke at the 

CMHOA annual meeting on April 14, 

2005. He reminded everyone that we are 

the eyes and ears of the community. He 

commented that there have been a 

number of stolen vehicles reported in the 

area ï mainly Hondas. He asked that 

residents report any suspicious activity 

they see or hear in the community.  

Residents can call 9-1-1 for emergencies 

and 410-222-8610 for non-emergency 

situations. 

Officer Walker also reminded everyone 

that generally speaking, electric and 

gas scooters are illegal in Anne 

Arundel County. Only those scooters 50 

cc or less, with automatic transmission, 

step-through chassis, seat, at least one 

wheel 10ò or more in diameter are legal. 

Area Swimming Pools 
 At the annual Crofton Meadows Homeowners Association meeting, 

the following information was provided as a convenience for 

community residents interested in joining a pool or club. The 

cost of membership varies from club to club. For more 

information and a link to other recreation activities in Anne Arundel 

County, visit the Crofton Meadows website, 

www.croftonmeadows.com/pool.html. 

Crofton Country Club  
410-721-3111 
Contact: Dawn Casterline ï Membership Director 
1691 Crofton Parkway 
Crofton, Maryland 21114 
 
Crofton Village Pool & Recreation Association  

Crofton Village Pool & Wellfleet Pool (2 pools, one membership) 
410-451-8021 

2301 Nantucket Drive 
Crofton, Maryland 21114 
 
Registration is handled by Procom 410-721-0777 x106 
 

Arundel Olympic Swim Center  
410-222-7933 
2690 Riva Road 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
 
Severna Park Racquetball & Fitness Club  

410-987-0980 
8514 Veterans Hwy 
Millersville, MD 21108 
 

Walden Community Association Inc.  
410-451-6814 
1500 Riedel Road 

Crofton, Maryland 21114 
 
To join the pool if not a Walden resident you must get on a list. Registration is 
handled by Procom 410-721-0777 x136 
 
Waugh Chapel Swim Club  
410-672-5089 

854 Waugh Chapel Road 
Gambrills, MD 21054 

___________________________________________________________ 

Summertime Frozen Pops 
1 pkg any flavor Jello  
1 pkg any flavor Kool -aid  
1 cup sugar  
2 cups boiling water  

2 cups cold water  

 

In a large mixing bowl, combine Jello and Kool-aid. Mix in 
hot water and stir until dissolved. Add cold water. Pour into 
paper cups and freeze. Insert wood sticks when ice is 
mushy just before pops freeze. 

 

 

http://www.croftonmeadows.com/
http://www.croftonmeadows.com/pool.html
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Crofton News-Crier 
 

The Crofton News-

Crier is a free 

weekly community 

newspaper delivered 

to Habitat each Thursday. 

Many residents are interested in reading 

the school and local news offered in this 

publication, others are not. Unfortunately, 

the Crofton News-Crier is an ñall or 

nothingò proposition ï in other words, it 

will either be delivered to the entire 

community or no one in the community.  

If youôre not interested in reading this 

publication, we ask that you toss it 

straight into your recycle bin rather than 

leave it in the parking lot. Our trash 

collection company will not pick up 

newspapers lying in front of the garage. 

To those who read the Crofton News-

Crier ï if you see your neighborôs paper 

laying in the parking lot for more than a 

day and they havenôt bothered to pick it 

up, perhaps you can just pick the paper 

up and toss it out for them. 

Crofton Meadows Elementary 

Crofton Meadows 

Elementary School is in 

need of new playground 

equipment. They have been 

advised that the  current equipment has 

exceeded its useful life and needs to be 

removed and replaced by September 

2006. To raise money for the purchase of 

new playground equipment, CMES is 

holding a Dining for Dollars 

Fundraiser. 

When you dine at Glory Days Grill in 

Bowie between now and August 31, 

2005, the restaurant will contribute 10% 

of your total food purchase to the 

playground fund.  

Bring your neighbors, friends, and 

relatives, because the 10% applies to the 

total food bill. Simply ask your server for 

a copy of your guest check (not credit 

card receipt), and mail it to : Rob Kautz, 

1432 Crofton Parkway, Crofton, MD 

21114 or deposit in the box at CMES. 

Questions? Call Rob at (301) 858-0541. 

CMHOA Annual Kids Fishing 

Tournament 
 
Get out your fishing rod and mark your calendar! The 
Crofton Meadows Homeowners Association has scheduled 
this yearôs fishing tournament for Saturday, August 13. Last 
year over 90 children participated in this four-hour, catch-
and-release competition held at the Crofton Meadows Lake 

behind our community. Watch for more information on this event from the 
Crofton Meadows HOA. 

 

Pet Licensing ð did you knowé 
 
Any dog or cat residing in Anne Arundel County that is 4 
months of age or older must have an Anne Arundel 
County license. Proof of a current rabies vaccination is 
required to obtain a license. Licenses may be purchased 
through the mail or in person at 411 Maxwell Frye Road, 

Millersville, Maryland 21108. Monday ï Friday 8:30 A.M. ï 4:00 P.M., 
Saturday 10:00 A.M ï 3:00 P.M. 

The annual fee for a license is: 

1. for each unspayed or unneutered dog or cat $15.00 

2. for each spayed or neutered dog or cat $4.00 

3. for an owner who is at least 60 years old (senior): for each 
unsprayed or unneutered dog or cat $8.00; spayed or neutered 
dog or cat ï no charge 

4. for any seeing eye, hearing ear, special assistance service dog or a 
dog trained and registered in the K-9 Corps ï no charge 

Proof of altering, senior or disabled status is required for application 
discounts. Owners are required to apply for a license within 10 days after 
the ownerôs dog or cat becomes four months old. All licenses expire one 
year from the last day of the month in which the license was issued and 
shall be renewed annually for as long as the owner owns the dog or cat. 
Application for renewal is mailed to the owner by Animal Control.  

Once issued, the license tag is to be securely fastened to the dog or cat at 
all times other than while on the ownerôs premises. 

Licensing questions should be directed to Animal Control at 410-222-
8900. 

Summer Pet Safety 

ü NEVER leave your pet in a closed vehicle on a hot day. The 
temperature inside a car can rise to over 100 degrees in a matter 
of minutes. 

ü Avoid strenuous exercise on extremely hot days. Take walks in the 
early mornings or evenings, when the sun's heat is less intense. 

ü Try to avoid prolonged exposure to hot asphalt or sand, which can 
burn your dogôs paws. 
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