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Habitat Needs You! 
Every well-run organization depends upon interested and involved 
members for its success. Each new volunteer brings fresh ideas and 
differing perspectives for the association.  

At present, there are several openings on the Habitat 1 Section B 
Board of Directors. The only qualifications you need to serve on our 

Board of Directors are as follows: 

1) You must be a unit owner in good standing 

2) You should be available to serve for at least 1 year 

3) You should be willing to spare 3-5 hours of your time each month to 
conduct Association matters 

Our Association is in particular need of individuals who possess a background in 

building and construction.  If you decide to serve, you will be rewarded with the 

personal satisfaction of helping your community.  If you are interested, please 

contact our community manager, Diane Collins of ProCom at 410-721-0777 x142. 

Spring Inspections April 17-21 
Annual Spring Inspections of the Habitat 1 Section B condominium units 

will be conducted during the week of April 17-21. During this time, staff 

from our management company, ProCom, will be making a walk-through 

of the community to evaluate the maintenance level of the exterior of 

your home. 

Items reviewed during the inspection include, but are not limited to the following: 
fences, front doors, decks and balconies, and debris in front and rear of units. 
Upon completion of inspections, a notice is sent to each unit owner outlining items 
that require attention. 

We would like to reassert the fact that the common elements belong to everyone in 
accordance with their percentage ownership detailed in the Declaration/Master 
Deed. Therefore, no items or materials may be stored on the common elements, 
including the area under decks, because no one owner has the right to assume 
control or ownership of any part of the common elements for his or her own 
personal use. Items in the common area are to be removed and relocated to your 
deck or garage area to avoid being cited. 

Re-inspection for items cited during the initial inspection period will be conducted 
the week of June 19-23. 

Please note that an Architectural Change Request (ACR) form must  be submitted 
to the Board and approved prior  to conducting any work or making changes to the 
exterior of your unit. This includes light fixtures, windows, doors, storm doors, 
decks, and fences, etc. You can request an ACR form by contacting Diane Collins at 
ProCom at 410-721-0777 x142 or go to www.procomgt.com. Under ñCommunity 
Linksò, select ñHabitat 1 Section B Condominiumò; next select ñArchitectural 
Request Form.ò 

mailto:dcollins@procomgt.com
http://www.procomgt.com/
http://www.croftonmeadows.com/
http://www.procomgt.com/
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Colors of Habitat 
 
Garage doors should be 
painted almond. Please 
contact Diane Collins at 
Procom for color specs. 
 
Following are the only 
approved colors/styles for 
those unit owners wanting to 
install a new garage door: 
 

Home Depot 
Clopay brand 
Color:  almond 
Item # HDG ï 2ò insulation 
Item # 183 ï 7/8ò insulation 
Item #75 ï uninsulated 
 
Lowes 
Wayne Dalton brand 
Color:  sugared almond 
Part #193654 
Vendor part # A912110870 
 
Unit front doors can  be 
painted white, almond, or 
brown. 
 
Approved storm door colors 
remain white, almond, or 
brown. 
 
Fences and decks may be 
left natural wood or painted 
dark brown. 
 
 
 
Prior to conducting any 
work to the exterior of your 
unit or garage, an 
Architectural Change 
Request (ACR) form must 
be submitted to the Board 
and approved. 
 
 

 

Satellite Dish 101 
As satellite dishes continue to populate the landscape, weôd like to 

take the time to outline what is permissible and what is not 

permissible with respect to placement and installation of a satellite 

dish in our condominium community. 

Under the Federal Communications Commission OTARD Rule (over-

the-air reception devices), condominium residents have the right to install an 

antenna that meets size limitations on property that he or she has exclusive use or 

control. Under the OTARD rule, that size limitation is 1 meter (39.37 inches) or less 

in diameter. 

ñExclusive useò means an area of the property that only you and people you permit 
may enter and use. If the area is shared with others or is accessible without your 
permission, it is not considered an exclusive use area. 

OTARD rules do not apply to common areas owned by the Condominium 
Association; therefore, satellite dishes may not encroa ch upon any of the 
common areas . These common areas include, but are not limited to, the roof and 
exterior walls of the building, and common grounds areas. 

Installation of the satellite receiver and cabling must be placed in a location that, 
while providing the resident with an ñacceptable quality signalò, minimizes the 
visual impact to neighbors and the community.  

Also note that cabling for the satellite dish may not be run across the buildingôs 
roof. This creates a safety concern for technicians repairing or inspecting the roof. 
The technician can become entangled or trip on the cabling and become injured. 

Questions regarding the installation or placement of a satellite dish should be 
directed to Diane Collins at ProCom at 410-721-0777 x142. 

 

 

Community Clean-up Day 
Last yearôs community clean-up day proved very successful. With 
this in mind, weôve scheduled the second annual community clean-
up day for the weekend of April 7-9. At that time, a dumpster will 

be parked on Holly Hill Lane between Topanga and Encino. We 
encourage all residents of the Habitat 1 Section B community to 

take advantage of this once-a-year opportunity. 

Need Help?  

If you have items youôd like to discard and need assistance with getting them to 

the dumpster contact Trish Walsh at 410-451-3550 or Mary Morton at 410-451-

2196. Be sure to leave your name, telephone number, what court you live on and 

what kind of items you need help moving. 

Volunteers Needed  

If youôre able to volunteer some time that weekend to assist your neighbors with 

moving items to the dumpster call Trish Walsh at 410-451-3550 or Mary Morton at 

410-451-2196. Leave your name, telephone number and your availability that 

weekend. 

 



 3 

 

 

Walkway Access  

Please keep in mind the walkways 

in front of units and the 

entranceways to the units should 

not be obstructed or used for any 

purpose other than ingress to and 

egress from the units. 

Bicycles, scooters, baby carriages,  

and toys should be stored inside 

the fenced area or garage. No one 

enjoys coming home from work 

after a long day only to have to 

climb over or move toys blocking 

access to their unit. 

 

 

 

_________________________ 

 
Trash Pick-up 
 
Monday & Thursday 
 

Recycle Pick-up 
 
Wednesday 
 
ü Trash and recycles may be 

placed in front of your garage 
the night before pick-up. 

 
ü  Remember to promptly store 

trashcans in your yard or 
garage after pick-up. 

 
ü Trash cans and recycle bins 

left in the common area will 
be considered abandoned 
and removed without warning. 

 
ü When recycling, remember to 

rinse cans and bottles, and to 
flatten boxes, plastic bottles, 
jugs, and beverage cans. 

 

 

 

Vehicle Repairs 
We once again would like to remind all residents that the repair of motor 

vehicles anywhere on Habitat 1 Section B property is not permitted. 

Repairs include, but are not limited to motor rebuilds, transmission or 

exhaust system repairs/overhaul, brake repairs, bodywork or painting, 

any radiator flushing and the changing of fluids. 

Only very minor adjustments such as jump-starts, changing of a flat tire, changing a 

windshield wiper or headlight, and checking fluid levels are permitted on the property. 

Debris from adjustments must be immediately picked up and properly disposed of. 

Additionally, please be reminded that, as outlined in our bylaws, inoperable vehicles 

may not be stored or remain on Habitat 1 Section B property for more than 24 hours. 

This includes, but is not limited to, vehicles with expired tags, flat tires, and missing 

engines or transmissions. 

Questions regarding the bylaws or violations may be reported to Diane Collins at 

ProCom at 410-721-0777 x142. 

Attention Dog Owners! 
The Association has installed pet waste stations throughout the 

community to aid dog owners in cleaning up after their pets. 

Unfortunately, some dog owners are still failing to do so. Aside from the 

obvious hazard to other residents walking in the area, it also damages 

the landscaping, looks and smells disgusting, and attracts rats and other 

pests. Once a community attracts rats, it can take many months of expensive baiting to 

get rid of them. 

Please remember that both Anne Arundel County Code (Article 12, Title 9) and Habitat 

1 Section B rules regarding cleaning up pet waste are in place because of the negative, 

expensive, and potentially harmful impact not cleaning it up has on the community. 

Anne Arundel Count y fines pet owners up to $500 per occurrence for failing to 

pick up dog waste.  

If you witness a resident failing to clean up after their pet, or allowing their pet to run 

at large, we strongly encourage you to notify Anne Arundel County Animal Control 

directly at (410) 222-8900. 

Animal bites can be reported by contacting Animal Control at (410) 222-8610. 

FTC Warns About Cashierõs Check Scam 
Have you ever placed a ñFor Saleò ad in your local paper or posted an item 

for sale on-line? If so, you should be aware of a new type of scam involving 

fraudulent cashierôs checks, money orders, and other officialïlooking checks 

warns the Federal Trade Commission. The FTC has received numerous 

complaints from consumers who unknowingly accepted counterfeit cashierôs checks by 

persons claiming to be interested in purchasing an item from the consumer. 

The scam occurs when the ñbuyerò tells the seller that the payment will be made with a 

cashierôs check and, that for various reasons, the amount will be greater than the 

selling price of the item. The ñbuyerò will then ask the seller to wire the excess funds as 

soon as possible after depositing the cashierôs check. The ñbuyerò might pressure the 

seller to send the funds right away by claiming a family emergency, such as death or 

illness, or shipping charges. Once the funds are wired out, the seller becomes liable to 

their bank when fraudulent check is returned and charged back to their account. 

For more information on this and other scams visit www.ftc.gov. 

http://www.ftc.gov/
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Fences 

ü Must be 5-6 feet high board-on-board 

style with a 1 x 4 rail cap. 

ü Wood should be left natural or 

stained/painted dark brown to match the 

trim on the units 

ü Fence posts must be well secured or 

placed in concrete 

ü Fence gates must match fence style, 

height, color and material 

ü Architectural Change Request (ACR) 

form is required before replacing 

existing fence. 

_______________________________ 

Architectural Review 

Prior to installing a new unit door, storm 

door, slider, windows, or light fixture, an 

Architectural Change Request is 

required.  

To minimize problems and needless 

expenses incurred correcting 

unapproved installations, a written 

application and approval is required 

prior to making any changes to the 

exterior of your unit.  It is strongly 

recommended that approval of the 

replacement fixture be obtained prior to 

purchase. 

Architectural Change Request forms 

can be obtained by contacting Diane 

Collins at 410-721-0777 x142 or by 

going to www.procomgt.com. Under 

ñCommunity Linksò on the left side of the 

page, scroll down until you find Habitat 1 

Section B Condominium. Click on 

Habitat 1 Section B Condominium to 

bring up our page and click on 

Architectural Request Form. 

Forms submitted prior to the first 

Thursday of the month will be reviewed 

and decided at the monthly board 

meeting. Submissions received after the 

first Thursday will be reviewed and 

decided at the next monthly meeting. 

 

 

Board Member Departs 
Board member, Dave Faust, is resigning his position on the Board of 

Directors at the end of March. Dave, his wife Tammy, and their 
son, Jeremiah have outgrown their condo on Jacinto Court and 

are moving on to a single-family home. 

Weôd like to thank Dave for his service to the community. His 
construction background and knowledge has been a great asset to the 
Board, as well as to the Habitat community. 

 

Is Association Living for You? 
People buy condominiums for a myriad of reasons. Often these 

dwellings are more affordable than single-family homes and 

are therefore an attractive alternative for first-time or low-

income buyers. Sharing maintenance and repair appeals to 

people who have limited time or arenôt interested in such 

chores. 

Sometimes individuals discover that condominium living is not for everybody. 

Many freedoms enjoyed during a lifetime of traditional single-family home 

ownership are curtailed in a condominium setting. Individuals coming from an 

apartment rental situation sometimes have difficulty accepting the fact that 

the Association is not a surrogate landlord who will be responsible for every 

problem that arises. In addition, there exists the myth of condominiums as a 

carefree lifestyle, as sometimes advertised. Condominiums do not run 

themselves and if residents expect a carefree existence, they are bound to be 

disappointed. 

Are you a good neighbor?  

Like apartment tenants, condominium residents share walls and parking areas 

with their neighbors. Respect for other peopleôs right to the quiet enjoyment of 

their home is part of the arrangement. Your neighbors will appreciate your 

efforts to keep noise to a minimum ï whether itôs the stereo, barking dog, etc. 

If youôre a noisy neighbor, you probably wonôt be welcome. 

Are you willing to follow the communityôs rules? 

Condominium residents are bound by the Associationôs Master Deed and 

Bylaws. These legal documents cover everything from assessments to vehicles 

and parking to regulating the outdoor appearance of your unit. There isnôt an 

ñopt-outò feature. Excited new owners often overlook one of the most 

important aspects of the purchasing decision ï reading the Association 

documents prior to settlement. Residents who fail to follow the rules can be 

fined and the Association has the authority to attach a lien to your property for 

unpaid fines or assessments. Keep in mind the objective is bylaw compliance, 

not revenue collection. All of us would much rather live in peace than be part 

of any of these actions. 

Although condominiums can have a long list of rules and regulations, most of 

them were created to ensure that all  of the residents are able to enjoy a 

certain level of comfort, privacy and security. Our Master Deed and Bylaws 

were created by the developers and founders of Habitat 1 Section B 

Condominium for the mutual benefit of all of us. 

http://www.procomgt.com/
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Maryland Sexual Offender Registry ð 
Stay vigilant regarding the safety and well 

being of your children, as well as yourself. 

Convicted sexual offenders are required to 

register in the state of Maryland. Visit this 

site to know where convicted sexual 

offenders are in our area. 

www.dpscs.state.md.us/sor  

 

 
Basic Homeowner Survival Kit 
Although only the basics, with the following 
tools you should be able to make almost 
any home repair youôre likely to come 
across. 

ü Hammer: 16-oz, curved-claw, drop-

forged steel head. 

ü Screwdriver: Purchase one with 

changeable tips that can adapt to 

many different kinds of fasteners. 

ü Duct tape: Duct tape can be used for a 

variety of temporary repairs. 

ü Putty knife: Use for scraping, light 

prying, mixing materials, etc. 

ü Tape measure: A 12-foot length is 

good for most home repairs. 

ü Vise grips: Sometimes called locking 

pliers, comes in handy for loosing nuts 

that wonôt budge and grabbing all sorts 

of things tightly. 

ü Utility knife: Better than a knife 

because the blades can be changed 

when dull and itôs safer to use. 

ü Hacksaw: Good for cutting metal or 

other materials, including plastic. 

ü Caulking gun: A must for dispensing 

caulk and glue. 

ü Assorted fasteners: A variety of nails, 

screws, etc. organized in a box with 

dividers helps when putting things back 

together. 

ü Drill: Useful when hanging draperies or 

repairing items. 

ü Flashlight: Home repairs rarely involve 

spacious, well-lit areas.  

ü Stud finder: Uses x-ray vision to locate 

wall studs for you so you can hang 

heavy objects. 

How to Maintain Your Central Air 
As temperatures warm, now is the time to prepare your 

air conditioning unit for the hot summer months ahead. 

Keeping your system properly maintained will help lower 

energy and repair costs, prevent breakdowns, and 

prolong the life of your equipment. Although most 

maintenance jobs should be left to an air conditioning 

professional, there is a good deal homeowners can do to extend the life 

of their unit and keep it running at peak efficiency. 

Most central air conditioners have two basic parts: an outdoor unit 

(compressor/condenser) that sits next to your home and in indoor unit 

(evaporator) thatôs located in a central duct near your furnace. If you 

have a heat pump instead of a furnace, the indoor unit will be in the air 

handler. Use the same maintenance steps ï the basic parts will be the 

same. 

Air Filter  

The most important maintenance task to ensure the continued efficiency 

of your unit is to routinely replace or clean the filter. If the filter 

becomes clogged, the system has to work harder and longer to supply 

the same amount of cool air. With normal airflow blocked, air that 

bypasses the filter may carry dirt directly into the evaporator coil and 

impair the coilôs heat-absorbing capacity. 

Filters should be changed monthly. A good rule of thumb ï change the 

filter when your BGE bill arrives. Filters may require more frequent 

attention if you have fur-bearing pets in the house. 

Outdoor Condenser  

Anything blocking the unit will prevent it from dissipating heat as 

effectively, making the unit work harder. Look for shrubbery, leaves, 

grass or dirt that collect on the fins that block airflow and create 

additional strain on the system. Before removing debris from the 

condenser area it is impor tant to make sure power to the unit is 

disconnected.  Vacuum the condenser fins with a soft-bristle brush 

attachment. The metal fins are delicate; avoid bending them. 

Blower Compartment  

Open the blower compartment (with the power turned off) and lubricate 

any accessible ports on the blower motor with electric motor oil. 

Vacuum up any dust that has collected in the compartment. 

Condensation Drain Line  

Check the condensation drain for sludge and algae growth. If itôs 

partially clogged, pour a bleach solution (1 part bleach to 16 parts 

water) through the tube. If possible, poke a wire into the drain port to 

make sure itôs not blocked. 

Neglecting necessary maintenance ensures a steady decline in air 
conditioning performance while energy use steadily increases. However, 
by performing a few simple maintenance tasks and having your system 
regularly serviced, you unit should serve you well for years to come. 

http://www.dpscs.state.md.us/sor
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Moving Sale 
Advertisement  

 

For Sale:  

ü Ethan Allen roll top desk 
with chair - $500 

ü Matching bookcase - $100 

ü 1995 Harley Davidson, only 
11,000 miles - $9,000 

 

410 - 562 - 3948  

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

The Habitat Harbinger is published 
quarterly and distributed to all residents 
(140 condominium units) and absentee 
unit owners in the Habitat 1 Section B 
community, as well as posted to the 
Crofton Meadows website.  

Individuals interested in placing an 
advertisement should contact Trish 
Walsh at (410) 451-3550 or Mary 
Morton at (410) 451-2196. 

________________________________ 

Lost/Damaged  Mailbox Keys 

Individuals in need of a replacement 
mail box key should contact the Crofton 
Post Office located at 1296 Cronson 
Blvd, Crofton, MD. (800) ASK-USPS. 

 

The Latest Work-at-Home Swindle 
from Readers Digest  

 

Posting your resume on an online job-search site can be a 

great way to tap job opportunities. Be warned, however, 

that genuine employers arenôt the only people trolling 

those sites ï theyôre also favorites of scammers operating 

work-at-home schemes. 

The latest incarnation of this time-tested fraud begins when the crook gets 

your email address and other personal information from a resume youôve 

posted online. He sends you a note in which he claims to represent a 

money-transfer company looking to hire you to test its money-wiring 

services. His firm will send you a check, he says, which you are to deposit in 

your bank account before wiring the money back ï keeping a ñcommissionò 

of 5 to 20 percent for yourself. 

ñThe companyôs check is counterfeit, of course,ò explains Susan Grant, 

director of the National Fraud Information Center. ñAnd youôre stuck owing 

your bank all the money youôve wired.ò 

Grant advises job hunters to be wary of any too-good-to-be-true 

employment offers, especially one that involves wiring money. 

Remember, if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is. Most wealth 

comes from hard work and saving, not get-rich-quick schemes. 

 

New Anti-Cyber-Scam Web Site 
Recently the FBI joined the US Postal Inspection Service and 

other partners in launching a new Web site with a two-fold 

purpose: 1) to educate the public about Internet schemes and 2) 

to provide a central place where consumers can file complaints. 

The new site ï LooksTooGoodToBeTrue.com ï focuses on 

educating consumers to avoid national and international cyber scams with 

features like an interactive online fraud risk test and lets the consumer measure 

his or her online safety habits relating to identity theft, financial fraud, Internet 

auctions, counterfeiting, lottery scams, and computer privacy. The site also 

provides prevention tips, details on current cyber scams, consumer alerts, victim 

accounts, opportunities for first-person account input, and a free DVD entitled 

ñWeb of Deceitò produced by the US Postal Service. 

According to the FBI, cyber fraud is already big and growing. The Internet Crime 

Complaint Center (IC3), a partnership between the FBI and National White 

Collar Crime Center, reports that the number of complaints it received increased 

67 percent in 2004. 

Never  respond to any emails requesting personal information, no matter how 

official they look, and never click on a link from an email sender you donôt know. 

If you think youôve been victimized by one of the latest scams, donôt be 

embarrassed. Contact the local attorney generalôs office, the Federal Trade 

Commission (877-382-4357), or the National Fraud Information Center 

(fraud.org). Even if authorities canôt get your money back, they can help 

prevent others from getting ripped off. Once scams get widely known, scammers 

are forced to move on. 

 


