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Secretary/Treasurer 

 

Board meetings are held 
the first Thursday of 
each month,  7 PM at the 
ProCom offices. 
Meetings are open to all 
residents of the 
community. 
 
Newsletter e-mail: 
habitat1b@netzero.net 

Spring Inspections April 25 – 29 
Annual Spring Inspections will be conducted during the week of April 25-

29. During this time, staff from ProCom will be making a walk-through 

of the community to evaluate the maintenance level of the exterior of 

your home. 

Items that will be reviewed include, but are not limited to, the 

following: fences, front doors, decks and balconies, and debris in front and rear of 

units. Once inspections are completed, notices will be sent to homeowners advising 

which items require correction. 

In the past there has been some confusion among unit owners with respect to the 

space located directly under decks. This space is common element owned by the 

Association, therefore nothing should be stored or placed in this area. If you have 

placed or stored items under your deck, please remove them prior to the inspection 

to avoid being cited. 

Re-inspections for items cited during the initial inspection will be conducted the 

week of June 13-17. 

As a reminder, an Architectural Change Request (ACR) form must be submitted to 

the Board and approved prior to conducting any work on the exterior of your unit. 

This includes light fixtures, windows, doors, storm doors, decks and fences, etc. 

You can request an ACR form by contacting Diane Collins at ProCom at 410-721-

0777 x142 or go to www.procomgt.com. Under “Community Links”, select “Habitat 

1 Section B Condominium”, next select “Architectural Request Form”. 

Park It Where? 
Since parking is a limited and a seemingly shrinking commodity 

within our community, rules are needed to promote the safety and 

welfare of all Habitat residents, while preserving and protecting 

property values. Each unit address has a one-car garage and one 

additional parking space directly in front of the garage. Because 

parking is so limited within our community, if you choose to use your 

garage for storage then it is likely you will need to park on Reed Drive, Holly Hill 

Lane, or Tilghman Drive. 

It is the responsibility of unit owners, landlords, and residents to communicate the 

parking policies of our community to your guests and contractors. Please remind 

them that they are never authorized to block access to another unit‟s garage 

without the permission of that resident. 

Owners and Residents 

All vehicles parked in the community must have a parking permit (identification 

hang tag), issued by the Association, clearly displayed and hung on the rear view 

mirror. Reed Drive is  a community street; therefore a hangtag is required when 

parking along this street.                                                                                          continued  
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Colors of Habitat 
 
Since installation of the 
new siding last Spring, we 
have received a number of 
inquiries regarding garages 
and front doors. 
 
At a recent board meeting, 
it was decided in the 
interest of simplicity and 
aesthetics, garage doors 
should be painted almond.  
 
Following are the only 
approved colors/styles for 
those unit owners wanting 
to install a new garage 
door: 
 

Home Depot 
Clopay brand 
Color:  almond 
Item # HDG ï 2ò insulation 
Item # 183 ï 7/8ò insulation 
Item #75 ï uninsulated 
 
Lowes 
Wayne Dalton brand 
Color:  sugared almond 
Part #193654 
Vendor part # A912110870 
 
Unit front doors can  be 
painted white, almond, or 
brown. 
 
Approved storm door colors 
remain white, almond, or 
brown. 
 
Prior to conducting any 
work to the exterior of 
your unit or garage, an 
Architectural Change 
Request form must be 
submitted to the Board 
and approved. 
 
 

 

Each unit address is issued two (2) parking permit hangtags; however, this does 
not entitle you to park two vehicles if legal spaces are not available. Lost or stolen 
parking permit hang tags will be replaced by the Association only upon the request 
of the member to whom the identification had been issued, and after payment to 
the Association of a fee of $12.00 per replacement identification. 

Visitor Parking 

Visitor and guest parking within our community is practically non-existent. Holly Hill 
Lane and Tilghman Drive are available to accommodate guests. Only those vehicles 
displaying a parking permit hangtag are permitted on Reed Drive. 

Commercial Vehicles 

No commercial vehicle of any kind (truck, taxicab, bus, etc.) may be parked in any 
location within the bounds of the Habitat community, including paved and unpaved 
areas. Commercial vehicles are those vehicles on which commercial lettering, 
advertising, signs, names, logos, lettering or initials, or any vehicle used or 
obviously intended for use as a work vehicle, which may be evidenced by open 
carriage of pipes, lumber or other materials, or ladders, tools, or other equipment. 

Any commercial vehicle that has been contracted to enter the community to affect 
repairs or provide other services may park in front of the unit address garage 
during normal daytime business hours. 

The Association is committed to enforcing the parking rules so that all residents 
may enjoy our community. Habitat residents interested in working on the Parking 
Committee are encouraged to contact Diane Collins at Procom.  

If you have any questions regarding Habitat parking policies or to request 
replacement parking permit hangtags, contact Diane Collins at Procom at 410-721-
0777 x142 or dcollins@procomgt.com. If your vehicle is towed contact ABC 
Transport, 1177 Patuxent Road, Odenton, MD 21113, 410-729-5400. 

 

Traffic & Play Safety 
 

As the weather grows warmer more children will be out playing in 

our community. It‟s important as adults to teach our children about 

traffic safety. Neighborhood traffic concerns often arise from drivers 

speeding or disregarding other safe-driving practices. Safety of our 

children is a primary concern. The solution to these concerns lies primarily in our 

hands. 

Residents and frequent guests in our community are often the source of most poor 

driving. This is simply because residents make up the vast majority of the drivers 

on our streets, and residents are familiar with the streets and assume they know 

what conditions will be present as they drive in the area. Drivers unfamiliar with our 

community often drive slower in order to read house numbers and street signs, and 

to identify turns needed to reach their destination. 

Children do not have the maturity and understanding of adults, and they are a 

precious part of our lives. They often do not fully understand the potential results of 

a traffic incident. If children do not understand the basics of traffic safety, they may 

quickly make movements that cannot be anticipated by drivers.  

A child‟s height causes visibility problems for the child, as well as drivers, and 

children have difficulty identifying speed and distance. Children often have difficulty 

dealing with multiple distractions and although they can be trained to cross streets, 

they are easily distracted and sometimes respond impulsively.                  continued  
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Maryland Sexual Offender 
Registry – Stay vigilant 
regarding the safety and well 
being of your children, as well 
as yourself. Convicted sexual 
offenders are required to 
register in the state of 
Maryland. Visit this site to know 
where convicted sexual 
offenders are in our area. 
 
www.dpscs.state.md.us/sor/ 
_________________________ 
 
3-Step Pet Pick-up 
 
1. Wad a plastic grocery bag 
and attach it with a rubber band 
to your petôs leash. That way 
youôre ready when Spotôs 
ready. 
 
2. When your pet leaves a 
load, pick it up using the bag as 
a glove. 
 
3. Invert the bag and tie a knot 
at the top. Drop the bag in one 
of the pet waste cans located in 
the community or take it home 
and drop it in the trash. 
 
Note: If your children walk your 
pet remind them to remove and 
dispose of dog waste properly. 

______________________ 

 
Animal Control 
411 Maxwell Frye Rd 
Millersville, MD 21109 
 
Phone: 
(410) 222-8900 
 
Fax:  
(410) 222-8915 
 
E-mail: 
animalcontrol@aacounty.org 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Watching while children play in the street does not provide adequate protection. 

Parents probably will not be able to react in time to prevent an accident, and it 

teaches children the incorrect message about staying out of streets except when 

necessary to cross. 

Supervise young children. Do not allow young children to play unsupervised near 

a street or driveway. 

Do not allow your children to play in the street. Playing in the street, even a 

neighborhood street that is not busy, is not safe. Do not allow children on wheels 

– skateboards, scooters, rollerblades, bicycles – to enter the street from a 

driveway, especially a sloping driveway. Teach children never to dart out into the 

street after a ball or pet. Never assume a driver sees you. 

If you want your child to be safe and to follow the rules then you need to follow 

the rules. Be a good role model for your child. Enjoy your summer and be safe. 

No exceptions! No excuses! No regrets!  

 

Pet Peeves 
One of the most vexing issues the Association and residents 

contend with is pet owners that feel their pets are not subject to 

the rules. To these owners, cleaning up after their pet is someone 

else‟s job or barking is a natural thing. To their neighbors, animal 

waste and barking dogs are maddening.  

Although cats don‟t bark or bite, they can be just as annoying. Cats can do 

damage to the common area and cause disturbances. They often use planting 

beds as litter boxes causing offensive smells and unsanitary conditions. Male cats 

fight and cause middle of the night disturbances. They wreak havoc around bird 

feeders and some folks are allergic to cat hair and dander. 

In a common-interest community, pet owners and non-pet owners need to co-

exist--sometimes in close proximity. That isn't necessarily a problem, until Spot 

starts barking late into the night or Mittens uses the neighbors planting bed for a 

litter box. Anyone who has been awakened at 2:00 a.m. can attest that a barking 

dog is an incredible annoyance. Or when Spot starts spotting the common areas.  

Most pet owners are caring, responsible people who follow the Association‟s pet 

rules because they‟re good neighbors. Unfortunately, there are always those who 

ignore the rules and necessitate intervention. Resolving pet problems means 

speaking to the pet owner. If your neighbor‟s dog barks until dawn, don‟t seethe 

over it – say something. The key is to be direct, be specific and don‟t overstate 

your position. When speaking with your neighbor say „This is the problem‟, 

instead of „Hey! We have a rule and you‟re breaking it!‟ Explain the problem and 

let your neighbor know why it needs to stop. 

Approaching a problem pet owner in a friendly manner is the logical way to begin 

since it‟s entirely possible the person is genuinely unaware of the pet rules or the 

violation itself. Your neighbor may not know that Spot cries all day after she 

leaves for work. Perhaps your neighbor has no idea the kids let Spot charge 

through the community while he‟s at work. Certainly pet owners would prefer a 

friendly phone call or visit from a neighbor over a terse letter from the 

Association. 

                                                                                                        continued  
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Vacation Tips 
 

When youôre getting ready to 

go on vacation, your furnace, 

water heater, and washer are 

the last thing on your mind. 

But if you donôt give your 

appliances a vacation too, 

youôll probably return home 

wondering why an empty 

house doesnôt mean lower 

energy bills. 

ü During the summer turn the 

thermostat up so youôre not 

cooling an empty house. 

ü Cut the power at the 

breaker to your electric water 

heater. Be sure to let the water 

reach at least 120 degrees 

before using it when you return. 

ü A refrigerator is usually one 

of the biggest energy-wasters 

while youôre on vacation. Get 

rid of easily spoiled items like 

milk and yogurt and turn the 

thermostat up a notch or two. 

ü Before you head out the 

door, take a few minutes to turn 

off and unplug any appliance or 

electronic device that doesnôt 

need to stay on. Many items 

like microwaves, computers 

and especially televisions draw 

power even when theyôre not 

being used.  

Unplugging appliances will also 

help prevent damage in case of 

a storm or power surge. 

 
Travel Safety Tips 
 

ü Carry minimum luggage. 

ü Leave important non-travel 

papers, such as social security 

and credit cards at home. 

ü When traveling abroad, 

photocopy all documents, 

including passport, credit cards 

and tickets before leaving 

home and store the copies 

away from the originals in a 

safe place. 

 

Chains, ropes, and tie-out lines of any type are not permitted on the common 

area of the community. This policy wasn‟t designed to be mean-spirited. It was 

designed with the welfare and safety of the animals, as well as everyone in the 

community in mind. An animal on a chain, rope, or tie-out line is not being 

monitored by its owner and is vulnerable to attack. The animal can become 

untethered and run at large, possibly mauling or biting someone, or being 

injured or hit by a car. 

Please be aware that County leash laws and our governing documents require 

you to keep your pet on a leash at all times. As outlined in our Fall 2004 issue, 

the County has a number of dog parks especially for those dog owners who enjoy 

walking their pet off-leash. Bell Branch Park  located at 2400 Davidsonville 

Road in Gambrills is open from dawn to dusk.  Bell Branch Park  is less than 3 

miles from the Habitats! For more information on this and other County dog 

parks, call 410-222-7317 or go to www.aacounty.org/animalcontrol to locate 

other parks in Anne Arundel County. 

Interesting Websites 
Spies of Washington Tours ï 

www.spiesofwashingtontour.com  

Visit some of the many sites in the Washington area 
associated with intelligence and counter intelligence over the 
past 200 years, examine the differing motivations of those 
who betray their country, and explore the “Wilderness of 

Mirrors” of international espionage. Certified tour guide and retired Air Force 
Intelligence Officer Carol S. Bessette packs these tours with historical facts and 
intriguing tales, plus a smattering of juicy tidbits. 

Cowtown Rodeo ï www.cowtownrodeo.com 

Located in Pilesgrove, NJ, the Cowtown Rodeo is the oldest weekly rodeo in the 
US and one of only three weekly rodeos sanctioned by the Professional Rodeo 
Cowboys Association. Featuring seven standard rodeo events including calf 
roping, steer wrestling, and brahma bull riding, the season begins May 28, 2005, 
7:30 PM and runs every Saturday night until September 25, 2004. 

Maryland Science Center ï www.mdsci.org  

Located at 601 Light Street in Baltimore‟s Inner Harbor, the Maryland Science 
Center has been educating young and old on the wonders and beauty of science 
since 1976.  Now the center houses Maryland‟s largest movie screen, the 5-story 
IMAX, which projects a variety of exciting, technologically superior films.  The 
Center also has a planetarium, three floors of hands-on exhibits, “The K.I.D.S 
Room” for children ages three to seven, and live demonstrations throughout the 
day.   

April is National Gardening Month… 

And what better way to celebrate than with a beautiful container garden. 
Container gardens are an excellent way to bring color to your deck or courtyard. 
With proper plant selection, beautiful combinations of perennials and annuals can 
brighten even the shadiest spot. Make sure there is plenty of drainage and that 
you use fertile soil. Don‟t be afraid to mix and match plants and flowers in the 
same container, and don‟t forget to water. In the Spring plants probably don‟t 
need watering more than once a week. However, as the weather heats up you 
may need to water almost every day. 

http://www.aacounty.org/animalcontrol
http://www.spiesofwashingtontour.com/
http://www.cowtownrodeo.com/
http://www.mdsci.org/
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Professional Organizers 
 
Donôt feel up to tackling that 
organization project yourself? Visit 
www.mapoinfo.com for members of 
the Maryland Association of 
Professional Organizers. The site lists 
a number of professional organizers 
for hire that can help you declutter. 
 
A personal favorite is Simplify 
Organizing Services, 
www.simplifyorganizing.com owned 
and operated by Amy Rehkemper. 
Amy teaches organizing classes at 
Anne Arundel Community College 
and has been featured on HGTVôs 
Mission Organization. Amy can be 
reached at 410-661-6248. 
______________________________ 
 

Places to take your unwanted 

items 

ü Trash 

ü Give Away 

     Family or Friends 

     Neighbor 

     Animal Shelter 

     Senior Center 

     Boy/Girl Scouts 

     Charity 

ü Sell 

     Garage Sale 

     Consignment Shop 

     Online 

www.freecycle.org - Freecycle is an 
email list where people give away 
things that they no longer need for 
free. 

______________________________ 

We could learn a lot from crayons - 

some are sharp, some are pretty,  

some are dull, some have weird 

names, and all 

are different 

colors ï but  

they all exist 

very nicely in the 

same box. 

Habitat Community Clean-up 
The first ever Habitat Community Clean-up Day is 

scheduled for the weekend of May 21-22. A roll-off 

dumpster will be delivered to Holly Hill Lane for our use and 

we encourage all Habitat residents to get into those closets 

and garages and clear out the clutter. 

Organizing and ridding your life of clutter can lead to a 

more organized life. Clutter drains your energy and makes it difficult to find 

what you need when you need it. The trick is to get rid of anything you don‟t 

need or use and to find a permanent home for everything else. 

Organizing your garage – what you auto know 

Don‟t know what to do with grandma‟s china closet that‟s been taking up 

space in your garage because you don‟t have room in your home for it or it 

doesn‟t match your decor? Ask a sibling or cousin if they‟d like to have it. Or 

donate it to a charitable organization – let someone else love and enjoy it as 

much as you did. When trying to determine what to keep and what to toss, 

ask yourself if you were out shopping today and saw this item, would you 

buy it? If the answer is no, get rid of it. If you haven‟t used something in the 

last six months and it‟s not likely you‟ll be using it within the next six 

months, get rid of it. If it‟s broken or damaged, get rid of it. “Just in case” is 

not a valid reason to hang on to clutter. 

If your car sits in the driveway because your garage is too full to park inside, 

it‟s time to clean out.  Keep in mind, your garage didn‟t get cluttered in an 

afternoon, so it makes sense that it may take a couple of weekends to get it 

decluttered. 

Prepare  by gathering the tools and supplies you‟re likely to need – boxes or 

storage bins for sorting, marking pens, labels, and lots trash bags. 

Begin  by determining your staging area (outside the garage if necessary). 

Line up your boxes or bins and mark several for “keep”, “donate”, “sell”, 

“belongs in another room”, and “trash”. Because the idea is to declutter, the 

donate/sell/trash area should be at least double the size of your keep area. 

Systematically  work your way around the garage. Start in one area and 

work from top to bottom. As you pick up an item place it in the appropriate 

box or bin. To avoid getting sidetracked or hopping from area to area, items 

not belonging in the garage should be placed in the “belongs in another 

room” box or bin and sorted later. 

Once you‟ve completely sorted through everything, take inventory of what 

you have left and need to store, grouping like items together. Now you can 

determine what kind and how many storage containers to purchase.  

There are a number of products specifically designed to help you get 

organized. Local retail stores such as Target, Walmart, Kmart, Bed Bath & 

Beyond, and the Container Store all carry a wide variety of items to help you 

create a workable storage system for your garage and home. 

Congratulate  yourself on a job well done – stand back and admire your 

hard work, knowing that the next time you look for something in your 

garage you‟ll know right were it is! 

http://www.mapoinfo.com/
http://www.simplifyorganizing.com/
http://www.freecycle.org/
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Fences 

ü Must be 5-6 feet high board-on-

board style 

ü Wood should be left natural or 

stained/painted dark brown to match 

the trim on the units 

ü Fence posts must be well secured 

or placed in concrete 

ü Fence gates must match fence 

style, height, color and material 

ü Architectural Change Request 

(ACR) form is required before 

replacing existing fence 

____________________________ 

Trash Pick-up 
 
Monday & Thursday 
 
Recycle Pick-up 
 
Wednesday 
 
ü Trash and recycles can be 

placed in front of your garage the 
night before pick-up. Remember 
to promptly store trashcans in 
your yard or garage after pick-
up. 

 
ü If you are in need of a recycle 

bin, you may pick one up at the 
Millersville Landfill & Recovery 
Facility: 389 Burns Crossing 
Road, Severn 

 
ü When recycling, remember to 

rinse cans and bottles, and to 
flatten boxes, plastic bottles, 
jugs, and beverage cans 

 

 

 

 

Water You Thinking! 
The Cost of Neglecting Your Washing Machine Hoses  
 

One of the most common types of water damage in homes 
comes from burst or leaking washing machine hoses. 
Water-related damage causes millions of dollars of losses 

each year. According to survey data at Lowes.com, the 
average cost of a water claim in 2001 was $4,730, up 
from $2,537 in 1997. 

It‟s good preventive maintenance to check your washing machine hoses from 
time to time for any sign of wear or weakness. Often there‟s a small blister 
in the rubber of the hose, which could rupture. In a single hour, a burst hose 
can spew up to 650 gallons of water into your home. If it‟s the hot water 
hose that ruptures, the gushing hot water may scald anyone nearby.  

Washing machine hoses need to be checked regularly and replaced 
periodically. Most failures occur at the coupling. Always change hoses when 
a new machine is purchased. Most manufacturers recommend replacing the 
hoses every 5 years. A broken washing machine supply line can cause 
extensive damage if it is not discovered quickly and the water turned off. 

The water to the washing machine should always be turned off when the 
machine is not in use. The instruction manuals for some washing machines 
call for the water to be on only when the machine is in use. Leaving the 
water on places the washing machine hoses and valves under constant 
pressure. The life of the washing machine hose can be prolonged if the water 
is turned on only when the machine is in use.  

Among the preferred hose lines are those that are stainless steel braided 

over rubber with threaded couplings on both ends. Regardless of the 

material the hose is made of, it needs to be checked and changed regularly. 

Don‟t forget the dishwasher and refrigerator icemaker supply lines. They are 

often overlooked because they are hidden. Replace plastic tubing with either 

soft copper or steel braided supply lines. 

Just as you change the batteries in your smoke detector each year, you 

should take a few minutes to inspect under sinks and around washing 

machines, dishwashers, and ice makers. 

 

A Closing Note 
Rae Wein, President of the Homeowner Association, resigned from the board 

this past month after many years of service and support to the community. 

As our community leader, Rae had the job of balancing the 

needs and desires of the Association and its members. Rae 

successfully guided our community through many projects 

over the past 10 years, most significantly, the re-siding 

project in 2003. 

On behalf of the community, we would like to express our 

sincere thanks to Rae for her service and extend our best wishes. We look 

forward to seeing Rae as a homeowner at future board meetings. 

 


