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ProCom 
1111 Benfield Blvd. 
Suite 110 
Millersville, MD 21108 
 
Phone: 
(410) 721-0777 
 
Fax: 
(410) 721-4854 
 
Community Manager: 
Diane Collins 
 
E-mail: 
dcollins@procomgt.com 
 
We’re on the Web! 
www.procomgt.com 

 

 

Board of Directors 

 
Trish Walsh 

President 

 

Dave Faust 

Board Member 

 

Mary Morton 

Secretary/Treasurer 

 

Board meetings are held 
the first Thursday of 
each month,  7 PM at the 
ProCom offices. 
Meetings are open to all 
residents of the 
community. 
 
Newsletter e-mail: 
habitat1b@netzero.net 

Garage Door Painting 
Cert aPro Painting has been contracted to paint the garage doors and the trim 

around the garage doors throughout the Habitat 1, Section B community. 

Because of cost, the project will be performed in two phases with half the 

communityôs doors and trim painted in September and the remainder in October, 

weather permitting.  

To create a more unified look throughout the community, as well as curb appeal, all doors 

will be painted almond to match the new 16 -panel doors some unit owners have installed. All 

trim will rem ain brown.  

We ask that if your garage door is damaged or in need of repair, please ensure that 

you or your contractor make the necessary repairs prior to commencement of 

painting. CertaPro will not paint doors with obvious damage or in disrepair.  

Car Wars 
Parking continues to be a problem within our community and each month we 

receive complaints from residents who are blocked or unable to safely 

navigate their court. Please be reminded that vehicles parked on Habitat 

Property must  display the Habitat Com munity hangtag. If the vehicle doesnôt 

have a hangtag, it cannot be parked within the community. Only one vehicle may be 

parked in front of the garage.  Piggyback parking in the courts is not permitted.  It 

restricts access for emergency vehicles, creates na vigational problems for others on the 

court, and quite often impedes access to their garage. Our units were designed with 2 

parking spaces per unit: one inside the garage and the other directly in front of the garage. 

Additional parking is available on Ree d Drive with a vehicle hangtag and on Holly Hill Lane 

and Tilghman Drive. Because of the limited number of overflow parking spaces on the courts, 

we ask that residents be considerate of one another and share them. Vehicles parked on 

the grass or in fire la nes will be towed without notice whether they have a Habitat 

parking hangtag or not.  

Commercial vehicles, boats, trailers, or vehicles stored on trailers are not permitted on 

Habitat property. Only those commercial vehicles on official business are permitt ed to park 

temporarily in the community.  

Common Area Clutter 
During the Spring Inspections our community manager, Diane Collins, noted that 

a number of residents are using the common areas for informal storage. Those 

individuals were asked to remove the it ems in the spring inspection letter.  

We would like to remind residents that trashcans, grills, lumber, ladders, 

bicycles, toys and other items may not  be stored in the common areas as this 

can have a negative visual impact on adjoining neighbors, as well as the communityôs curb 

appeal. All items are to be stored within the confines of your fenced courtyard or deck.  

Please be aware that items stored under decks or other common areas will be 

removed without additional warning.  

mailto:dcollins@procomgt.com
http://www.procomgt.com/
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Colors of Habitat 
 
Garage doors should be 
painted almond. Please 
contact Diane Collins at 
Procom for color specs. 
 
Following are the only 
approved colors/styles for 
those unit owners wanting 
to install a new garage 
door: 
 

Home Depot 
Clopay brand 
Color:  almond 
Item # HDG ï 2ò insulation 
Item # 183 ï 7/8ò insulation 
Item #75 ï uninsulated 
 
Lowes 
Wayne Dalton brand 
Color:  sugared almond 
Part #193654 
Vendor part # A912110870 
 
Unit front doors can  be 
painted white, almond, or 
brown. 
 
Approved storm door colors 
remain white, almond, or 
brown. 
 
Fences and decks may be 
left natural wood or painted 
dark brown. 
 
 
 
Prior to conducting any 
work to the exterior of 
your unit or garage, an 
Architectural Change 
Request (ACR) form must 
be submitted to the Board 
and approved. 
 
 

 

Aluminum Wiring Alert 
The following information is provided because our condominium units, built 

in 1973, were wired using aluminum wiring. As a result of the current real 

estate boom in our area, we have a number of new residents in our 

community who may not be aware of the potential problems that exist with 

aluminum wiring if not properly maintained. Some units have been updated 

over the years by previous owners, others have not.  

It is estimated that 2 million homes in the United States, were built with aluminum wire 

between  1965 and 1973. This wiring can cause dangerous overheating or even fire due to 

failing wire connections if not properly maintained.  

The Consumer Products Safety Commission (CPSC) is more anxious than ever because 

Americans are loading up on high - tech appl iances and products that draw more current. All 

these high - tech devices complicate the basic problem of overloaded circuits, which can result 

in overheated plugs and outlets that can catch fire.  

Aluminum wire is safe ï it is the connections that cause the problem . When 

aluminum wiring was first used the connection points on electrical equipment such as panel 

board breakers, receptacle and light switches, etc. had copper terminations. Aluminum has 

different properties than copper and the two react differentl y and expand and contract 

differently when under electrical load which may cause the connections to become loose. 

When the connections become loose this can result in sparking, arcing, oxidation and heat 

build up and finally the possibility of a fire throu gh the ignition of surrounding combustibles 

such as the insulation on the wire, wall insulation or wallpaper in the area of the electrical 

box.  

Specific things to watch for  

Items that indicate electrical problems exist and that an electrician should inspec t the 

situation are:  

 arcing or sparking at an electrical device -  unusual sounds such as sizzles or buzzes  

 an item is hotter than it typically should be to touch  

 breakers or fuses continually trip or blow  

 equipment or wire is damaged  

 discoloration of receptacle or light switch cover plates  

What the homeowner can do  

Itôs a good idea to periodically have a qualified electrician inspect your electric panel and 

ensure the connections are tight. If youôve noticed any of the trouble signs, have a qualified 

electrician  determine whether the problem is caused by deteriorating connections to 

aluminum wiring. DO NOT TRY TO DO IT YOURSELF.  You could be electrocuted or you 

could make the connections worse by disturbing them.  

  

New Address for ProCom 
You may have noticed the new address on the front page of this newsletter for 

our management company, ProCom. The last week of July, ProCom moved to 

more spacious quarters just down the road in Millersville at 1111 Benfield 

Blvd., Suite 110. Please note their telephone  numbers remain the same: 410 -

721 -0777 or 301 -261 -0777. The Board would like to thank volunteers Nan 

Green and Rich Reamer for delivering the change of address notices to community residents.  
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Walkway Access  

Please keep in mind the walkways 

in front of units and the 

entranceways to the units should 

not be obstructed or used for any 

purpose other than ingress to and 

egress from the units. 

Bicycles, scooters, baby carriages, 

and toys should be stored inside 

the fenced area or garage. No one 

enjoys coming home from work 

after a long day only to have to 

climb over or move toys blocking 

access to their unit. 

_________________________ 

 
Animal Control 
411 Maxwell Frye Rd 
Millersville, MD 21109 
 
Phone: 
(410) 222-8900 
 
Fax:  
(410) 222-8915 
 
E-mail: 
animalcontrol@aacounty.org 

_________________________ 

 

Trash Pick-up 
 
Monday & Thursday 
 

Recycle Pick-up 
 
Wednesday 
 
ü Trash and recycles can be 

placed in front of your garage 
the night before pick-up. 
Remember to promptly store 
trashcans in your yard or 
garage after pick-up. 

 
ü When recycling, remember to 

rinse cans and bottles, and to 
flatten boxes, plastic bottles, 
jugs, and beverage cans. 

 

 

 

Toiletology 101 
Leaking toilets are the most common cause of high water bills. 
According to the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commi ssion 
Public Affairs Office, nine out of ten complaints the WSSC 
receives are about high water bills that can be traced to leaking 
toilets.  

There are a number of signs that a toilet needs repairs, but sometimes toilets 
leak without any outward indication of trouble. Outlined below are some of the 
more obvious signs of a leaking toilet.  

ü You have to jiggle the handle to make the toilet stop running.  

ü Sounds coming from a toilet that is not being used.  

ü You have to hold the handle down to allow the tank to empt y. This is 
also an indication that the chain may be too long and doesnôt lift the 
flapper or ball high enough to float on its own.  

ü If you see water running over the top of the overflow, you definitely 
have a leaking refill valve.  

ü You see water trickling do wn the sides of the toilet bowl long after itôs 
been flushed.  

ü Water drips out of the refill tube into the overflow pipe.  

ü If the toilet turns the water on for 15 seconds or so without you 
touching the handle, this is otherwise knows as the phantom flusher.  

Identifying the leak  

There is an easy test you can do that will tell you whether or not your toilet is 
leaking. Remove the cover on the toilet tank and carefully set it aside so it 
canôt be knocked over and cracked. Also remove any ñin-tankò bowl cleaners 
that color the water and begin the test with clear water in the tank, as well as 
in the bowl.  

Youôll need some dye (food coloring, instant coffee, or powdered fruit drink 
work fine). Put enough dye in the tank water to give the water a deep color. 
Wait 30 minutes and make sure no one uses the toilet. If, at the end of 30 
minutes, you find any of the dyed water is now in the toilet bowl, your toilet is 
leaking.  

Water on the floor around a toilet is absolutely a problem. It can be an 
indication of a sweaty to ilet tank during humid weather; it can mean the wax 
sealing ring under the toilet has failed or disintegrated, the bowl may be 
cracked, or it can mean the connections under the tank are leaking.  

What to do  

Any of the problems described above require immedi ate attention. Unless 
youôre skilled at making plumbing repairs, itôs best to contact a licensed 
plumber.  

Although Habitat residents donôt directly pay a water bill for water supplied to 
their unit, it is covered indirectly through the monthly condo fee. A nd, as 
mentioned in previous newsletters, when the cost of contracted services and 
utilities for the community increase, we have no choice but to increase the 
condo fee. We all have a responsibility to keep our fixtures and appliances in 
good working order  to ensure weôre not wasting water or electricity. 
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Fences 

ü Must be 5-6 feet high board-on-

board style 

ü Wood should be left natural or 

stained/painted dark brown to 

match the trim on the units 

ü Fence posts must be well 

secured or placed in concrete 

ü Fence gates must match fence 

style, height, color and material 

ü Architectural Change Request 

(ACR) form is required before 

replacing existing fence 

____________________________ 

Satellite Dishes 

Installation and placement of a 

satellite dish must conform to FCC 

regulations and is subject to 

Habitat 1, Section B approval. 

ü The satellite receiver is 1 
meter (39.37 inches) or less 
in diameter. 

 
ü No more than one satellite 

receiver is permitted at any 
unit. 

 
ü The satellite receiver shall be 

placed in a location which, 
while providing the resident 
with an ñacceptable quality 
signalò, minimizes the visual 
impact to neighbors and the 
community. 

 
ü Satellite receivers may not be 

mounted to the roof or 
building. 

 
Please contact Diane Collins at 
Procom at 410-721-0777 x142 
before having a  satellite dish 
installed. 

 

Emergency Water Cut-off 
Do you know where yours is?  

Each unit has an emergency water cut -off. However, when our units were 

built over 30 years ago, there was no standard placement for the cut -offs. 

Some are loc ated in the utility closet behind the water heater, some are on 

the lower part of the wall in the utility closet between the water heater and 

furnace. Still others are located in the garage or in the courtyard.  

If a pipe bursts anywhere in your unit this valve turns the water off. Itôs 

important  ï before an emergency occurs ï to know where the emergency 

water cut - off is for your unit.  Be sure everyone in your family knows where it is and 

what it does. Paint it a bright color or hang a tag on it if necessar y.  

Over the years, weôve experienced instances where a pipe bursts in one unit and floods 

another unit or the garages ï usually during the winter months .  

Outdoor hoses  

Another important step to take with winter coming on is to detach and drain outdoor 

hos es. Detaching the hose allows water to drain from the pipe. Otherwise, a single 

hard, overnight freeze can burst either the faucet or the pipe itôs connected to. 

Winterization  

When you plan to be away from home for several days or longer, especially during  

winter months, turn the water off. Make sure your neighbors know how to get in touch 

with you, your house sitter, or your relative should an emergency arise involving your 

unit.  

What if you wake up one day to find a burst pipe despite your precautions? Ma ke sure 

you have the plumberôs telephone number handy. Write it down before you need it in 

an emergency.  

Donôt let the expense and inconvenience of frozen water pipes give you a ñchillò. By 

following a few simple  precautions before winter sets in, you shou ld have a 
worry - free winter.  

Interesting Websites 
Know Your Stuff ï www.knowyourstuff.org   

Sponsored by the Insurance Information Institute  this site offers free 

downloadable software that will enable you t o create a room -by - room 

inventory for your home. Having an up - to -date inventory enables you to 

purchase appropriate insurance coverage, settle claims faster, and substantiate losses 

for your income tax return.  

Econ4U ï www.econ4u.org   

Sponsored by FirstJobs Institute , Econ4U teaches young people, in a non -academic 

environment, important economic concepts that are easy to understand. Learn about 

credit card debt, tax rates, profit margins, savings, and more. Information  is provided 

in a quiz -style format. Detailed explanations of the answers to questions presented are 

posted on this site.  

Water Use It Wisely ï www.wateruseitwisely.com   

This site offers over 100 water savin g tips. Check out the Family Water Audit  to see 

how well you conserve water and what you can do better. Also offered is a list of Low 

Water -Use Plants  by region. Use their Landscape Watering Guide  to calculate how long 

and how frequently to water your plan ts and lawn for optimal growth.  

http://www.knowyourstuff.org/
http://www.econ4u.org/
http://www.wateruseitwisely.com/
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Crofton Meadows HOA 

www.croftonmeadows.com 

Arundel Soccer Association has 
partnered with CMHOA for use of the 
soccer field that went in where the tennis 
courts were removed. 

ASA was looking at opportunities to work 
with communities and will utilize the field 
for practice Monday through Friday 
evenings in the Fall from about 5 PM 
until dark. 

In addition to youth programs, ASA offers 
coaching clinics for parents interested in 
coaching, and is a member of the 
ñPositive Coaching Allianceò. For more 
information on ASA, visit 
www.ArundelSoccer.com. 

If you havenôt been down to the lake 
recently, you should take the time to go. 
The grounds and duck preserve are 
looking wonderful. CMHOA has installed 
several new benches along the pathway.  

Officer Walker of the Anne Arundel 
County Police Department reported that 
thieves have been stealing airbags out of 
cars in the Crofton Meadows community, 
primarily Toyotas and Hondas, in the 
early morning hours. He reminded 
everyone that we are the eyes and ears 
of the community. He asked that 
residents report any suspicious activity 
they see or hear in the community.  

Residents can call 9-1-1 for emergencies 
and 410-222-8610 for non-emergency 
situations. 

_________________________________ 

Crofton Meadows Elementary 

Generous donations from 
local businesses and 
residents has enables 
CMES to schedule 

installation of one new section of 
playground equipment this fall!  

The existing 15-year-old wooden 
equipment will be removed and replaced 
with safer more durable pieces. CMES 
also plans to add equipment for the 
younger children. 

The PTA will sponsor a Fun Fair on 
October 1 from 10 AM-4 PM, complete 
with games, food, and entertainment. 

Protecting Household Valuables 
Damage to your home, whether by fire or flood, can be 

devastating and traumatic. And if the damage to your 

home isnôt unfortunate enough, the loss of personal 

effects and irreplaceable valuables can be 

overwhelming. Keeping a record of your personal 

possessions and writing down the appropriate descriptions of those items 

will help to eliminate some of the stress.  

If you have not already done this, itôs not something that should be put off 

any longer. The Insurance Information Institution is offering new home 

inventory software that you may download for free (see Interesting 

Websites ). The software guides users through each room of their home. 

Begin by listing your older items first, and then the newer item s and their 

worth. The next step is to take your camera or video camera, and take 

pictures of the layout of your home and its most important items (placing 

a ruler next to small items helps to identify its actual size).  

You will need to store your records in a safe place, such as a fire -safe box 

or a safe deposit box. By keeping your records safe youôll have them in 

the event of fire, flood, or any other catastrophe. Be sure to review the list 

annually to update with any changes.  

Renters  

If you rent your un it, purchasing renterôs insurance is a wise investment. 

Your landlord has homeownerôs insurance to cover against damage to the 

property. Renterôs insurance is necessary to cover your personal property 

such as furniture or electronic equipment. In some case s, renterôs 

insurance will cover your expenses should you and your family need to 

relocate temporarily.  

The bottom line  

Whether you own your unit or rent, having appropriate insurance is 

important. Itôs a good idea to periodically contact your agent to review 

your level of coverage to make sure itôs adequate to compensate you for 

loss of your property and valuables in the event of a disaster.  

County eCycling Day 
In conjunction with the Household Hazardous Waste Drop -off Day, 

Anne Arundel County is sponsori ng an annual e -cycling event on 

Saturday, November 19, 2005 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m at the Glen 

Burnie Convenience Center, 100 Dover Road, Glen Burnie, 

Maryland.  

The program is for Anne Arundel County residents only. At the e -Cycling 

Event, the County will ac cept CPUs, keyboard & mouse, hard drives, printers, 

printer cartridges, laptops, wires & power cords, circuit boards, monitors, 

surge protectors, computer speakers, PDAs, MP3 players, DVD players, Ipods, 

radios, stereos, calculators, scanners, copiers, VCR s, cell phones, pagers, 

telephones, and portable televisions (no console televisions).  

For additional information you may contact the Department of Public Works 

Recycling Division at 410 -222 -7951, TTD/TTY 410 -222 -4355, or log on to 

www.aacounty.org/DPW .  

 

http://www.croftonmeadows.com/
http://www.arundelsoccer.com/
http://www.aacounty.org/DPW
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Back to School 

By now youôve probably 
begun to see the ñback 
to schoolò commercials. 
Maybe youôve even 

started purchasing school 
supplies. Whether you have a child 
beginning kindergarten or heading off to 
college, itôs important to spend a few 
minutes discussing safety with them. 
Outlined below are a few safety 
reminders to help ensure a problem-free 
school year. 

Bus safety 

Make sure children arrive at the bus stop 
at least five minutes before the 
scheduled arrival of the bus. Itôs also 
important to remind children to stay out 
of the street while waiting for the bus and 
not horseplay. Once on the bus, urge 
your child to remain seated at all times 
and to not shout or distract the driver. 
Lastly, make sure your children know to 
wait for the bus to come to a complete 
stop before getting on or off. 

Driving 

Always drop children off as close to the 
school as possible or use the schoolôs 
designated drop-off zone so they do not 
have to cross streets. Eliminate the 
possibility of your child being hit while 
being dropped off by making sure 
children enter and exit the car on the 
curbside of the vehicle. Be aware that 
children walking to school can dart out at 
any time. Never pass a school bus when 
its stop sign is out and/or flashing lights 
are lit. Obey the posted speed limits 
when driving through the community or 
school zones. 

Campus safety 

If your college-age child lives in a 
residence hall, remind him or her to 
never let anyone in they donôt know. 
Remind them to lock their door even if 
theyôre just going down the hall. Itôs 
important that students donôt post 
messages on the door telling when they 
expect to return. When attending social 
events, drinks can be spiked ï always 
keep your drink with you or leave it with a 
trusted friend when going to the rest 
room. If Campus Security offers a safe 
ride or escort service, use it when 
walking about the campus at night. 

CMHOA Annual Kids Fishing Tournament 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Joshua (pictured left) and Justin (pictured right) ï just two of the young fishermen 

to participate in the CMHOA fishing tournament sponsored by Tiderunner 

Bassmasters.  

 

Board Member Changes 
There have been several changes to the membership of the Habitat 1, Section B 

Condominium Association Board since the last edition of the Harbinger Newsletter.  

New Members  

Dave Faust, Jacinto Court, joined the Condominium Board at the 

August meeting.  

Resignations  

Zee Henneberger, Bellarbor Circle, resigned at the end of July after serving on the 

Board for several years.  

Long - time Board V ice President, Doug Sturgill, Tupello Place, resigned his position 

at the end of August. Doug also served as the Grounds Committee Chairman. 

Evidence of his contribution to our community can be seen in the beautiful 

landscape we enjoy throughout our commun ity.  

On behalf of the Habitat 1, Section B Condominium Association, weôd like to thank 

both Zee and Doug for their service and contribution to our community. Their 

presence on our Board will be missed.  

A Sad Farwell 
Officer Grant Turner, 24, our neighbor o n Topanga Place died suddenly in July 

while participating in the Officer Duke Aaron III Memorial 5K Run/1 -

Mile Fun Walk to raise money for the Widow & Orphans Fund of the 

FOP Lodge #34.  

Officer Turner was an officer candidate at the time of the race, 

attending courses to become an officer with the Maryland 

Transportation Authority Police. The class of recruits had just 

completed the 25th week of the 30 -week course. He was promoted to the rank of 

officer posthumously.  

The Habitat community would like to extend our sincere condolences to the family 

and friends of Officer Turner.  

Individuals wishing to honor the memory of our neighbor Officer Grant Turner may 

make a contribution to C.O.P.S., 1201 Reisterstown Road, Pikesville, MD 21208, or 

Special Olympics of Maryland, with AASOMD (Anne Arundel Special Olympics 

Maryland) in the notation line, 513 Progress Drive, Suite P, Linthicum, MD 21090.  

 


